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I
Answer the following in about 50 words each: 


(10x2=20)

1.
“Her art and her husband could not find a place in her thought at


the same time. One drove the other out”.

· Why is it so?

2.
“He realized that he had no alternative; he must play the role that Velan


had given”. 

-    Comment on the decision taken.

3.
“He stood in front of the dressing table, trying to decide what would


be best- the perfume, the after-shave lotion or eucalyptus oil”.

· Why did he try to decide what would be best?

4.
“Suddenly, one of them, a huge monkey, jumped down and charged almost


right into the crowd which surrounded the baby monkey.

· Why did the monkey charge into the crowd?

5.
“There is not one single individual, however criminal he may be, who is 

beyond redemption.”

-     Throw light on this observation.

6.
“…he’s only interested in playing chess with the shadows of the dead”

· What is the irony in the given line?

7.
“ Thank God the scorpion picked on me and spared my children”

· Comment on the attitude of the speaker.

8.
“…pick an armful of


Darkness to bring it here to lie


Behind my bedroom door like a brooding


Dog…”

· Explain the comparison in the given lines.

9.
“ But someone told me


he got two lines


in an inside column


of a Madras newspaper”

· What is the tone of the speaker?

10.
“If that’s how you felt about me, I must congratulate you for hiding

 it so well all  these years”

· Discuss the conflict in the given lines.

II
Answer any FIVE of the following in about 150 words each choosing

not more than THREE from either part.

 (5x8=40 marks)





Part A

11.
Bring out the different religious doctrines given by Dr.Radhakrishnan in


support of his ‘Asian view of man’.

12.
Write briefly on the circumstances, which led Tyagu to his first taste of


alcohol.

13.
Describe Jawaharlal Nehru’s admiration for the towering Himalayas and


its natural surroundings.

14.
How did Raju transform the pillared hall into a temple of learning?

Part B

15. Write a short note on the Romantic element in Sarojini Naidu’s poetry.

16. Discuss the character of the step-mother in ‘Tughlaq’.

17. Explain irony and satire in A. K Ramanujan’s poetry.

18. Elucidate the theme of gender imbalance in ‘Dance like a man’.

III

Write TWO essays of 300 words choosing ONE from each part: (2x20=40)

Part A

19.

a)Discuss how far you accept the view that Raju is a character of circumstances;



he never did anything; things always happened to him.







OR



b) Critically analyse the themes of rebellion and independence as treated by



V.S Naipaul in ‘A House for Mr. Biswas’.

Part B

20. a)“ What struck me absolutely about Tughlaq’s history was that it was 

contemporary. The fact that here was the most idealistic, the most

intelligent king ever to come on the throne of Delhi…and one of the 

greatest failures also”. Justify Karnad’s statement from your 

understanding of the play.





OR

b)Discuss themes and techniques in the poems of Nissim Ezekiel, 

A.K Ramanujan and Kamala Das.
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